WordPlay Shakespeare eBooks

Reading a Character Through Their Performance
The ﬁlmed performance helps students understand many diﬀerent aspects of the play. One way to
introduce students to the play, is to introduce them to several actors by having students explain — on
the basis of how they behave as actors — what “sort of a person” a character is. Below are seven
characters, and a cue to a moment in the play. Either using the clues or not, ask students to asses a
character by their performance.
As a longer exercise, you can ask students to choose (towards the end of the play, when they are familiar
with all) one character they love, and one they hate, and explain why, and provide a act, scene, page,
and line to back up their posiGon.
Romeo
Act 2, Scene 2 Page 66
This is part of the famous balcony scene. From the acGng and behavior you see, which of these would
you characterize Romeo as being:
A. A level headed young man, experienced in love
B. An angry aggressive young man, who wishes to exploit Juliet’s love
C. A slightly goofy, confused young man, who thinks he is in love
Juliet
Act 2, Scene 2 Page 71
This is also from the famous balcony scene, but a liUle bit further into the scene. As you see Juliet on this
page, how would you characterize her behavior
A. A Gmid and passive female in the “medieval” ideal of womanhood
B. A cold, distant long lady who strings the young Romeo along
C. An opinionated, strong-willed young lady, who is both playful, yet aggressive in geWng what she
wants.
Lord Capulet
Act 1 Scene 5, P 50 and 51
This moment takes place at Lord Capulet’s masked ball, when he intercepts Tybalt before Tybalt can start
a ﬁght with Romeo. We see here two very diﬀerent sides of Lord Capulet’s personality.
A. He is obsessed with making a good impression, so iniGally is boas]ul, and then very Gmid
B. He is a great admirer of Tybalt, so is encouraging of the young man, but then regre]ul
C. He is trying to make the party go well, so he is restrained and reasonable, but then becomes furious
and overbearing
Friar Lawrence
Act 2 Scene 3 Page 76
This is our ﬁrst encounter with Friar Lawrence, o_en described as a more caring father ﬁgure for Romeo
than his own Father Lord Montague. What can we fathom about his character from these 22 lines?
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A. Friar Lawrence is a proud religious ﬁgure, who cares deeply about his status, and wealth
B. Friar Lawrence likes to joke around, and takes very liUle seriously
C. Friar Lawrence is gentle, though]ul, and sees connecGons between nature and human behavior
Mercu;o
Act 3 Scene 1, Page 104-106
When you “read” MercuGo in these three pages which of these aUributes does he display?
A. He’s restless, irritable, and loves to provoke people by using spoken and body language
B. He’s a liUle like The Prince of Verona — noble, though]ul, and regal - a stately man
C. He’s a man who likes to listen more than he talks, and is physically Gmid
Tybalt
Act 1 Scene 5 Page 50 and 51
This is the same moment we have chosen for Lord Capulet. Examine the interacGon between Tybalt and
Lord Capulet, and asses from his performance what kind of a person Tybalt is.
A. He’s an cocky, aggressive, and persistent young man, who likes to get his way
B. He’s an aggressive young man, but he quickly falls into line when asked to do so
C. He’s a gentle young man, who would rather be dancing at the ball than worrying about Romeo
Benvolio
Act 1 Scene 1, Page 14
This is at the very start of the play, and the opening ﬁght scene. Quite simply, is Benvolio
A. A peace maker
B. A trouble maker
C. A coward
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